
We are people of God, 
redeemed by Christ, and 
called into fellowship by the 
Holy Spirit.

Knowing our Lord’s 
definition of disciples as 
those who take up their 
crosses daily to  follow him 
and responding to His 
command to go and make 
disciples of all nations.

We, the members of 
St. Luke Lutheran Church of 
the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church  in  Amer ica , 
celebrate life in Christ and 
claim a servant style of min-
istry to our congregation, 
community and world.

St. Luke Lutheran Church
1364 Church Road

Taylorsville, NC 28681
Phone 828-632-8486

www.stluketaylorsville.org
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship Services 10:30 a.m.

Easter is Upon Us

This month ahead is one of the most 
powerful in the church year.  We’re 
already about halfway through the 
season of Lent, and for many of us 
this has been a powerful time of 
reflection, prayer and change.  Lent 
reminds us that the world is not all 
about us, but rather all about our 
gracious and loving God.  It is only 
from Him that we receive all we 
need to live, including His unlimited 
love and grace.  He alone gives us 
faith through the Holy Spirit and 
calls us to be His own in Christ.

It’s in this time that the reality of 
God’s love really strikes home as 
we celebrate Holy Week and 
conclude with our Easter Sunday 
celebration.  It is in this time that we 
especially remember God’s ultimate 
act of love for us that came at the 
cost of the life of His only son, 
Christ our Lord.  On that first Good 
Friday, Jesus was put to death, and 
through his death he bore our sins 
upon himself.  No longer can the 
wedge of sin stand between us and 
our God.  God went a step further.  
On the third day, the day of 
resurrection and that first Easter 
day, He brought Jesus back to life.  
Now death’s sting has been taken 
away.  As Christ has risen, God has 
promised us all eternal life in His 
kingdom forever.  

We are all people of the 
resurrection.  God’s mighty act of 
love through Christ extends to us 
the promise of the forgiveness of 
sins and the certainly of salvation.  
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The good news is really the great 
news!  We are free! We are loved! 
We are God’s Children! God’s grace 
abounds for us! We will live with him 
forever!

Yeah Easter!

Pastor Andrew

March 2nd- Fourth Sunday in Lent-
The story of the blind man leads us 
into the light and out of the darkness.  
Out of the fear and suffering and into 
the new place of joy and true vision.  
Our Lenten journey prepares us to 
follow Jesus through that darkness 
and into the light.   This will be a 
traditional LBW Communion service.

WEDNESDAYS March 5th and 
12th-  Lenten Worship-  Continue 
the Lenten journey with supper at 6 
pm and Worship at 7 pm. Invite all 
the family and friends to experience 
the true meaning of Lenten worship.    

March 9th- Fifth Sunday in Lent- In 
today’s gospel text we hear the story 
of Lazarus and how Jesus raised him 
from the dead.  Through Christ we are 
no longer bound to sin and death; like 
Lazarus we have been raised to new 
life, unbound and set free.  This will 
be a traditional LBW service. 

March 16th- Sunday of the Passion; 
Palm Sunday-  The palms are raised, 
Jesus is revered as a king, but then the 
passion.  The passions of Pilate, the 
soldiers, and the crowds are all 
leading up to Christ’s crucifixion.  
The story of the passion brings us into 
Holy Week. Make sure you take 
advantage of all the worship 
opportunities at St. Luke. 

Pastor’s Corner

Worship & Music



VERY IMPORTANT-  All those 
on the responsibility lists; acolytes, 
crucifers, greeters, sound, and 
ushers please check your schedules 
especially for the night services.  
Remember to get a replacement if 
you cannot attend. 

The Board of Worship and 
Music will meet again on March 
2nd, 2008 at 4:30 pm.  Please contact 
Alisha Echerd or Pastor Miller with 
immediate worship concerns.  The 
congregation is welcome to share 
thoughts and concerns about wor-
ship with any of the members of the 
board.  Please remember to keep the 
board in your prayers as they con-
tinue with the work of the church in 
2008.

The new hymnal of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America the (ELW) has been 
approved for use by the vote of the 
congregation of St. Luke.  Orders 
a re  no w be ing  taken  fo r 
hymnbooks as memorials or in 
honor of someone you love.   The 
new ‘Red” Evangelical Lutheran 
Worship (ELW)  is $20 each.  
Please fill out the special forms 
found at the front of the church and 
turn into the offering plate on 
Sunday.  If you have any questions 
about the new hymnbooks, just ask 
Pastor, Robin Reid, or Angie 
Friday.  Plans are to put the hymn-
books into use later this year.  

EASTER LILY—You may order a  
lily in honor of or in memory of 
your loved ones beginning March 2 
through March 9.  Watch your 
bulletin for the form and the cost of 
each lily ordered.  

2008 FLOWER CHART is on the 
bulletin board by the choir room.  If 
you wish to place flowers on the 
altar in honor or memory of a loved 
one, please sign up as soon as possi-
ble to reserve your Sunday.   Any 
announcement for the bulletin re-
garding your flowers has to be 
turned in to the office by Wednes-
day before your reserved Sunday.  

Please remember if you use the 
green liners and the carrier please 
return them by the next Wednesday 
so they will be available for the 
next person.

THE RUTH CIRCLE meeting 
will be Sunday, March 9 at 4:00 
pm.  The title of the Bible study is 
“Pure in Heart, Rich in Vision” 
which continue in the study of the 
beatitudes, “Blessed to Follow:  
The Beatitudes as a Compass for 
Discipleship.”  In the business 
meeting, we will be making plans 
for the Spring gathering that we are 
hosting on April 19.   

LUTHERAN WORLD 
RELIEF
The Ruth Circle will again collect 
Lutheran World Relief items for 
blankets/quilts and layettes during 
the year to be shipped in November 
2008.  Items needed for layettes 
are:  shirts or onesies, gowns or 
sleepers (with or without feet), 
receiving blankets, cloth diapers 
(flat fold preferred), sweaters or 
sweatshirts, baby washcloths, 
bath-size bar (4.5 oz.) or gentle 
soap in its original wrapper, diaper 
pins.  Tits:  Sizes up to 24 months 
may be used.  Sweaters may be 
knitted or crocheted.  (Preferred 
styles have buttons or ties down the 
front.)  A bolt of flannel can furnish 
a number of receiving blankets, 
diapers and gowns.  A square cut 
the width of fabric (usually 36” or 
45”) easily makes a blanket.  
Diapers can be made by using 
pinking shears to cut pieces 25” x 
27”.  
MARK YOUR 2008 

March 20th Maundy Thursday- At 
nightfall our Lenten observance 
comes to an end.  We gather with 
Christians around the world to 
celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection.  At the heart 
of the Maundy Thursday liturgy is 
Jesus’ commandment to love one 
another.  As Jesus washed the feet 
of his disciples, we are called to 
follow his example as we humbly 
care for one another.  At the Lord’s 
table we remember Jesus’ sacrifice 
of His life, even as we are called to 
offer ourselves in love for the life of 
the world.  At the end of the 
service, the altar is stripped bare.  

March 21st- Good Friday- The 
Three Days continue.  Good Friday 
reminds us that God’s love for us on 
the cross came at a great price.  
While Christ has already paid the 
debt of our sin, we are heirs of His 
sacrifice through our belief and 
devotion to Him, and by serving all 
those who face the greatest needs.  
What has to die in us in order for 
Christ to reign in our lives more 
completely?  The liturgy of the 
passion according to John will be 
read.    

March 23rd- Resurrection of Our 
Lord; Easter Day- Alleluia, 
Christ is Risen!  Today we look 
with wonder at our revealed Savior 
and recognize in Him the living 
promises of God!  He is risen in-
deed!  Come and worship the living 
Lord!  This will be our traditional 
Easter Sunday with an early Sunrise 
Service, breakfast, Sunday School 
and then Easter Worship at 10:30.

March 30th- Second Sunday of 
Easter-  “Doubting Thomas 
Sunday”  The Gospel of John, 20th

chapter, tells of doubting Thomas.  
Jesus proves to all the doubting 
Thomas’ that He is real and risen.  
Keep the Easter spirit going, erase 
the doubts, worship the Living 
Lord!   This will be a contemporary 
worship service. 

Our Church Family

Women With a Mission will 
sponsor an Easter Egg Hunt 
and Party on March 16 from 
4—6 pm.  There will be an 
egg hunt with prizes and hot 
dogs for everyone.  Come and 
let’s have a fantastic time!



February 17, 2008
Members Present:  Jimmy Land, 
Pastor Andrew, Christy and Kelly 
Bumgarner,  Redge Mays, Rick 
Reid, Angie Friday, Glenn Mays, 
Sarah Burgess, Nathan Robinson.

Jimmy Land called meeting  to 
order and Pastor Miller opened with 
prayer.

Council minutes from 01-20-08 and 
0 1 - 2 7 - 0 8  wa s  r e a d  wi t h 
corrections to change youth golf 
date to April 12th and add under 
yard contract as $825.00 per month.

Jimmy Land presented treasurer’s 
report 1st motion Glenn Mays and 
2nd Rick Reid.  Motion passed.

Worship and Music Board working 
on microphones for those who 
assists with  worship services

Board of Education & Youth 
planning to meet for VBS…will 
meet in next couple of weeks

Board of Properties report: 
parsonage— Mr. Farmer may be 
selling house and the Farmer family 
may continue to rent parsonage.

Pastor’s Report:  Spirit Seekers off 
to good start.  Very good events. 
SLY went to  Taylorsvi l le 
Presbyterian for Super Bowl party.  
Sly went tubing with approx. 20 
people.  
Attended FCTE Seminar at Camp 
Agape 
Bereavement Meal and Shrove 
Tuesday Meal
Baptized Membership 350 of St. 
Luke.  258 have participated in last 
2 year. 256 has participated in the 
last year.  Pastor has filed parochial 
report for 2007.  Average worship 
attendance 158.  Ninety-two 
inactive members                   .

Upgrade Committee:  Painting in 

CALENDAR—
 April 19—Spring gathering of 

Women of ELCA from 
Alexander/Iredell conference at 
St. Luke from 9:00 am to 
approximately 1:00 pm.  Lots 
of help needed.  

 May 7—Mother-Daughter 
Banquet

 November 15—Breakfast/
Bazaar/Yard Sale of the Ruth 
Circle.  Begin collecting those 
items now especially crafts.

 March 1 until April 19—Penny 
j a r s  w i l l  b e  o u t  t o 
collect pennies for a project 
called Prisonmatch which helps 
the Yokefellow Prison Ministry 
of NC.

 March Birthday Luncheon will 
be Tuesday, March 11 at 11:00 
am.  Join the group for a short 
devotion by Pastor, recognition 
of March birthdays, then lots of 
good food and fellowship.  To 
top it off, we have Bingo with 
prizes for everyone.  Join us 
and bring a friend.  Call Alice 
(632-6497) or Pam (632-9765) 
if you or a guest have a March 
birthday or if you need 
transportation.  

�������
♦ MARCH  BIRTHDAYS

01 Jennifer Mull
02 Michael Gerbitz
06 John Cline
07   Teresa Johnson
07 Margaret Jimison
08 Jim Land
13 Leah Krohn
18 Melissa Hager
19 Becky Jones
20 Elaine Hammer
21 Jay Stine   
22 Todd VanOsdol
24   Dylan Eggers
25 Pam Brown
25 Jim Walker
29   Nola Jolly
30   Brent James
31   Wanda J. Reese
Council Meeting Notes

progress Libby Harrelson and 
Mike Williams.  Carpet bids 
Mackie $11,890.10 for Fellow-
ship Hall and Sunday School 
rooms turnkey.  If we take up 
carpet $10,758.00. Howard’s 
Carpet 12,553.20 turnkey  We do 
carpet removal $10,753.39.  
Motion made by Rick Reid 2nd 
Glenn Mays to present carpet 
proposal of Mackie to the 
congregation along with proposal 
o f  n e w  c o n s t i t u t i o n s . 
Congregation Meeting March 
30th.  Motion passed      .

Church Directory:  Coming 
along fine. Participation was 
very good.  Activity pictures 
have been taken                    .

Memorial Garden Committee 
will be meeting soon             .   

Benefit breakfast Feb 23rd  for 
Donald and Sandy Herman

Several cases of Elmer’s Glue 
was donated to church. Talk with 
VBS and Youthworks to see if 
they can use.  Put in closet in 
Sunday school rooms over gym.

Council Meeting date for Church 
Constitution March 2nd 3:30

New Business:  Coffee and tea 
equipment donated by Donald 
and Sandy Herman.  Glenn Mays 
made motion to accept Christy 
Bumgarner 2nd.  Motion passed.

The new women’s group 
requested to have their own  
checking account.  Glenn Mays 
made this a motion Christy 
Bumgarner 2nd .  Motion passed.

Motions made to adjourn and 
closed with Lord’s Prayer.

It’s Great to be SLY

Council Notes



to play in the tournament and extend 
the fun throughout our church and 
our 
community.  

We’d like to encourage you to sign 
up for the tournament by the end of 
this month.  Please let Pastor Andrew 
know if you can lead a team!

Would Your Company Support 
a REALLY Good Cause?

Every business loves to advertise!  
Every business loves to have its name 
tied to a good cause!  What about 
having the best of both worlds?  

SLY will be hosting a golf 
tournament on Saturday, April 12th in 
support of their upcoming mission 
trip this summer to serve the people 
of Marion, VA.  This tournament 
marks a tremendous opportunity to 
gain exposure for local businesses 
(including yours) and to support a 
worthy cause.   Would you or your 
business be willing to sponsor the 
S L Y  G o l f  T o u r n a m e n t ?  
Sponsorships are only $100 and are 
100% tax deductible.  With each 
sponsorship, the sponsor will get a 
custom sign advertising their 
business on the golf course through-
out the tournament, a letter of 
appreciation and the certainty that 
many good people will be helped by 
our youth in this summer to come.  
It’s a great win-win for everyone!

SLY’s appeal to you is to please take 
a moment and consider this powerful 
way to both advertise your business 
and support our SLY Youth through 
your company’s sponsorship.  Please 
call Pastor Andrew and let him know 
of your sponsorship interest!

Dear St. Luke,

Last month Mr. Val N. Tine wrote 
you about a building project, which 
you thought was a question regarding 

SLY will be holding our Easter 
Lock-in on Saturday, March 22nd.  
We’ll gather at the church at 9:00 
PM and head out for bowling.  
We’ll return for activities around the 
church and to prepare for breakfast 
for the next morning (Easter 
Morning).  Come prepared to have 
fun and feel welcome to bring a 
friend.  

Our SLY Golf tournament will 
be Saturday, April 12th at Brushy 
Mountain golf course.  We’ll need a 
lot of youth help as we get closer to 
the tournament, as we expect a large 
field of golfers.  Particular help 
needed in March includes drafting 
sponsors and registering golfers.  

We’ll not have SLY on the two 
Sundays during Holy Week, March 
16th or 23rd, but all youth are 
encouraged to participate in all the 
services of that week!

Calling all Golfers!

SLY will be holding our 1st annual 
Golf Tournament to support our 
mission work on Saturday, April 
12th, 2008 at 12:00 Noon.  The 
tournament will be a captains choice 
tournament with teams of 4 players.   
Registration is only $50 per person 
($200 per team), which includes 
golf, lunch and prizes, and all the 
proceeds of the tournament will go 
toward this summer’s mission trip to 
Virginia.  

SLY WANTS YOU to play in 
our golf tournament.  We’re asking 
all the golfers in the church to 
please lead a team for the tourna-
ment, but not to comprise your team 
of members of St. Luke.  Our hope 
is that if we all go and make our 
own teams, we’ll have more teams 

the new storage building project.  I 
think he might have rather been 
writing in regards to the status of a 
much larger building project…say a 
new or renovated fellowship hall.  St. 
Luke, do you have any word on any 
progress in this area?

Yours Truly,
Mr. Lent N. Meal
.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

Dear Mr. Meal,

Thanks for your question.  I’ve been 
told by a few that my letter last 
month was a little misdirected.  Even 
saints sometimes get a little mixed up 
�-

The status regarding a new or 
renovated fellowship hall is 
something that’s been among the 
recent discussions of the update 
committee.  For the time being, their 
primary focus has been on the com-
pletion of the first set of updates and 
the next, soon to come, phase of 
renovations and updates which will 
focus mainly on the education wing 
and the kitchen.  

The thinking is that our current 
fellowship hall, though a little small 
and at times cramped, is still meeting 
our needs.  Before we as a church 
consider a major building project, it 
would be wise for us to make sure 
that the rest of our facility is in good 
shape and order.  The renovations are 
paving the way to insuring that our 
facilities are up to date, and once 
completed (and perhaps after a little 
rest) a new focus might point towards 
a new direction regarding a 
fellowship hall.  

Patience will be the key.  It’s not 
likely that we’ll have a new or 
improved fellowship hall as quickly 
as we might desire, but once were in 
a good place with our updates, we’ll 
be in a great place to again discern 
what God has in store for us in the 
growth of our facilities.

Thank you again,
St. Luke

Ask St. Luke

Christian 
Education and 
Youth 



Put puzzle
will be held at Holy Trinity 
Catholic Church located west of 
Taylorsville on old NC Hwy 90 at 
12:15 pm.  The service will be 
about 30 minutes with refreshments 
following the service.  This is to 
allow anyone to come during their 
lunch time. St. Luke will be helping 
with refreshments and hopefully 
have someone volunteer to 
participate in the service (nursery, 
speaker, usher, kitchen help, etc.)  
All churches in Alexander County 
are invited to this important event.  

Ministry Assistants  
 March 2008

March 
Ushers 

Nancy Murray           Lindsay Pennell     Mike Pennell
Christy Bumgarner   Kelly Bumgarner   Erica Campbell

March
Greeters Dale Reese,  Eddie Fisher, Andrew Herman

Date Acolyte Crucifer Lector Nursery Sound Flowers

3-2 Emily
Killian

Luke 
Price

Pat 
Robinette

Dottie 
Echerd

Rick 
Reid

Open

3-5 Kaitlyn
Sipe

Mike 
Gerbitz

——– ——– Nathan 
Robinson

——–

3-9 Ashley
Derrer

Lindsay 
Price

Ellen 
Campbell

Joan 
Fox

Andrew 
Herman

Open

3-12 Scarlet
Harrington

Montana
Webb

—— ——– Eddie 
Fisher

——–

3-16
Palm
Sunday

Barrett
Hager

Victoria
Rufty

Redge 
Mays

Ivy 
Johnson

Jason 
Head

Palms

3-20
Maundy
Thursday

Jason
Foster

Barrett
Hager

——– ——–
Rick 
Reid

——–

3-21
Good 
Friday

——– ——– ——– ——–
Nathan 
Robinson

——–

3-23
Sunrise

——– ——– ——– ——– Andrew 
Herman

——–

3-23 Avery
Robinette

Kaitlyn 
Sipe

Melissa 
Hager

Leah 
Robinson

Eddie 
Fisher

Easter 
Lilies

3-30 Montana
Webb

Scarlet
Harrington

Leah 
Robinson

Dottie 
Echerd

Jason 
Head

Jeffrey 
Stine

Put puzzle

World Day of Prayer Service

Beyond our 
Congregation 



Just Suppose

   Just suppose that your church membership was 
good only for one year at a time and that its renewal 
depended upon your faithfulness in attendance, 
stewardship and service.  Would you retain your mem-
bership?

   Just suppose that the membership was limited to 
those who could give a valid written excuse for ab-
sences.  Would your absences be acceptable?

  Just suppose some parents could look into the 
future and see the dreadful results of neglecting teaching 
and discipline.  Would they be different parents?

   Just suppose people were as enthusiastic about 
church events as they are about sporting events.  Would 
there not be a marked difference in the life of the 
church?

Just suppose that you were called upon to 
explain why your church should continue your name on 
its membership roll.  Could you do it?

RELAY FOR LIFE

Thanks so much to everyone for the overwhelming support of the new Big T Team.  The Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper was incredible.  Thanks to everyone who helped in any way.  We served a whole lot of pancakes!!

We’re Racing For A Cure!  We now have over 40 people signed up on the team.  Make sure to fill out a 
registration form (in black ink and all CAPS) as soon as possible.  The forms are on the table in the hallway. Checks for 
registration ($10- unless you are a survivor) should be made to: American Cancer Society.  These forms need to be 
turned in by March 30th.  

We will be having another Lenten Soup & Sandwich Supper Fundraiser on Wednesday, March 5th.  If you 
would like to work at the supper or provide food, please contact Pam Sipe.   If you know how ‘mmm, ‘mmm good this 
supper is, invite all your friends and family out at 6 pm to enjoy great food and fellowship.  Soul-filling worship will 
follow at 7 pm.  

The team is in the process of designing (thanks to Lindsay Pennell) and printing up an official Big T Team tee 
shirt.  We hope to have them ready to view and place orders in a few weeks.  They are going to be “so, so cool.”  This 
will be a great way to remember Big T, Tommy Campbell.  Watch for more details to come soon. 

The Big T Team will be hosting their 2nd Annual Golf Tournament on May 31st.  Plans are still being final-
ized and Sponsors and Golfers will be needed.  Watch for more info as it becomes available.

Light a Candle For Hope.  The team is now taking donations for luminaries for Relay night.  A $10.00 dona-
tion will light a candle in honor or memory of a friend or loved one.  Your donation will help raise money for cancer 
research, education, and patient services.  See Lisa Cozart for forms.

Contact Robin Reid or Pam Sipe- team captains, anytime for additional information about the Big T Team.

The “BIG T Team” for Relay for Life   Dates to Remember

March 5th-    Lenten Soup & Sandwich Supper
March 30th-  Last Day to turn in Registration forms to be on Relay Team
April 27th-    3rd Annual Relay for Life Singing
May 16th-17th  Alexander County Relay for Life at ACHS
May 31st-     2nd Annual Golf Tournament 
THINK ABOUT IT

Just suppose that every member of the church 
attended as often as you.  Would we need more seating, 
or would the building be closed and put up for sale?

 Suppose then that we stop supposing and renew 
our dedication to the high calling of Jesus Christ.  Our 
attendance and stewardship would increase sharply.  

   As we come to the time of the year when we 
consider together the nature of our Christian lives and  
plan toward the rest of our Christian life, it is something 
to think about!

- Copied 
Graham County United Methodist Parish 


